: mitm Ailowable Cbst R.eguh—
sses 1tself to 4 senous pfobie_‘

pp_oved mcorporate eve.r.y concer

Village: Qf Chelm in P@Iand is known allegoncally )

dady lot; For instance, they were miost cencemed about the sexton .

‘SuIIymg the pure-whlte stow covering the ground as he walked: .

o from duor to. doof to- wake the- inhabitaiss for their memmg prayer.
8o, the Elders et in- consultanon and’ dehbera:ed for seven days

- thte Snow. From then on, fou; me, would carry the sexton fzorn_ N
: &oor to door S0 hxs shnes Would not téuch the STOW. ’

o DETROIT MEﬁiCAL NE‘WS o

Ature that such a plan could possﬂale ) _.;ﬂ. ;

-as the dassxc example of weﬂ-mtentmned foolhardiness. Its Elders-"'f"’ o
“took themsélves. most setiously as they went about improving their *

_ and for seven mghts at the ¢nc{ of 3 1ch‘ they had come up w1th a . e



The plan as _presented is not only foohsh and short-sighted but also arbltrary and
 bigh-handed. The included drugs and the maximum prices “would be determined. by a =

Pharroaceitical Reimburservent Board composed- of five HEW- employees” These: ‘Board- - e

. .members dre not physicians, yet, they would determine which’drugs might be dlspensed S
by physicians and which might not. This Board also has the powet to grant Of fiot to - -
- grant informal hearings to persons or organizations that nbject to its rulings, “if the"- Lo
77 - Board feels it will aid'in the final determmanon The grannng Gf suc:h a. heanng 18 com—--.:
N pletely dxscrenonary wzth the Board Ponn e N T

o The arbn:armess and h:gh—handedness of these regulanons are not ‘even hldden in N
i .'_vague language:. Js- anti-professional atntude s "nd:cated through- the- nen-professxonal--‘-;-_.__‘-:'
composition of the'Board. Such officials cannot posszb[y understand that drugs that have . "
~ the same biachemical formula ate not necessanly equivalents in biological activity. Im-. L
 purities.and, different. production. tolerances can:make.even one batch: of the same manti-

'facmrer somewhar dxfferent from others ‘Basic: d:fferences exist sometimes in bwlogrc e

* activity of the same bioche rmcal compound when produced by different manufacturers,‘ -
some in foreign countries that have Iooser govermnental regulanons on- quainy controI E
rhan those in the Umted States. ' , : - : ‘

Almost every pracncxng phys:cnan has encountered Gases of adverce drug reactions . -
that have beent corrected by using the same drug, but of a different manufacturer. This ©

. is one- important reason for prescnbmg by specific rather than by generic names. Gastro~ o
intestina] X-rays hﬂ"eﬁ shown_that swallowed pills and capsules occasionally pass the . -

" entite length of the tiact without dissolving. Regardless of potential biological activity
~or biochemical gomposition, these drugs aré obviously uséless: Such secondary considera-
tions as’ solubllity and ease of absorpnon are not necessarily the same even if the basic
compound ds. They are of crucial xmporrant:e however, and have important bearing
~ upon the ourcome of therapy and the ‘cost of cure. Huge amotints of agueous Penicillin

. had already been acquzred by. certain. VA hnsp1tals when Procaine Penicillin. was intro-

- duced. Many VA t patients had to continue receiving several such injections pet day - L
when one could have done the job. This type of unnecessary suffering and’ ~widespread

waste Is likely to becnme the tule rather than the exception, as these regulanons afe j"
‘ enforced. S e o

. The nme has come. to do somethmg about such foohshness These eguianons are, _‘_"," :
- now in fnrce- '_Nn individial physxcnan can afford to igrore them WI‘.," ut peril 1o him- . .
- self or'to' s patients.- Medical -societies- must: assume-thie.. tesons dlty of adoptmg:..;.‘-;:-- :
'_'measnres o reject these: and similar encroachments on the 1udg : i ‘
E Conncxl of the Wayne County Medieal Society should eenously con: .
of recommendmgf -the . AMA. House. of Delegates. non-compliance. with. these eguIa~'
- etons: Thé adwsab:hty of - 1mplementmg local "non- comphance mmtlariy ‘deserves close
- and careful evaluanon ‘ e - : e T




